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Technical Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a mat, especially a car 

mat or a door mat. 

prior art ^ ^ mats that a re intended to be 

iocated ahead of the seats o£ a car, said mats being intended 
to receive dirt, water, snow and the like that loosen from the 
shoes of the driver/the passengers. The mats are loose and 
m ay be taken out for cleaning. The mats usua 
rubber/plastic and sometimes they are egurpped wrth an upper 
textile layer to imitate the interior fitting of the car 
adjacent the car mats. also the car mats that are e^pped 
with a textile layer may be taken out for cleaning. 

It is also previously known door mats that normally has 
a substrate/bottom side of rubber/plastic and a textile layer 
on top of the substrate, said textile layer may be of a 
needle-felt type. Such door mats also need *°»* f*™* " 
regular intervals since they receive gurte a lot of drrt. 
water and snow when entering persons wrpe off therr shoes 
these door mats . 

Objects and Features of the Invention 

A primary object of the present xnventxon xs to present 
a mat for the above defined purpose, said mat, without 
cleaning, may upon desire be brought to expose an un-used 

^^"^trrr'an object of the present invention is that the 
handling of the mat should be extremely user-friendly. 

A further object of the present inventus 
should have a good ability to absorb moisture and retain dxrt. 

At least the primary object of the present xnventxon xs 

realised by means of a mat that has being given the ^ reS 
reaiiseu uy Preferred embodxments 

of the appending independent claxm 1. Preferred 
of the invention are defined in the dependent claxms . 



Brief Description of the Drawings 

Below an embodiment of the invention will be described, 
reference being made to the accompanying drawings, where: 
Figure 1 shows a perspective view of a car mat according to 

the present invention; 
Figure 2 shows a detail of a corner of the car mat, the top 

layer of the car mat being elevated in the area of 

the corner; and 

Figure 3 shows a section through a portion of a layer of the 
car mat. 

Detailed Description of a Preferred Embodiment of the 
Invention 

The car mat according to the present invention, shown in 
figures 1-3, comprises a number of layers 1, a portion of a 
layer 1 being shown in section in figure 3. Normally, the car 
mat according to the present invention comprises 5-15 layers 
that are arranged on top of each other. 

As is evident from figure 1 the car mat according to the 
present invention has an external contour that is adapted to 
the space, in which the car mat is to be placed. In the shown 
embodiment a corner of the car mat has a cut away portion 3. 
The contour of the car mat according to the present invention 
may of course vary depending on the shape of the space in 
question, which varies for different car models. 

In figure 2 a corner of a car mat according to the 
present invention is shown in detail and it is evident from 
figure 2 that the car mat according to the present invention 
consists of a number of layers 1. The layers 1 that 
constitute the car mat according to the present invention are 
mutually connected by glue barriers 5 applied at the edge 
portions of the car mat, said glue barriers 5 extending in 
principle along all edge portions of the car mat according to 
the present invention. In figure 1 the glue barriers 5 are 
indicated by means of grey zones. In the corner portion shown 
in figure 2 each layer 1 is equipped with a projecting tab 7 
that constitutes as grip means when a worn out layer 1 is to 
be removed. In figure 2 this has been indicated by elevating 
the top layer la in the area of the corner. When the top 
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layer is removed it will loosen from the edge portions of the 
car mat along in principle the entire circumference of the car 
mat. As is evident from figure 2 the glue barriers 5 are not 
applied in the areas of the tabs 7. The reason therefore is 
that the tabs 7 should be free in order to make it easy for 
the operator to grab the tab 7a. 

Generally, the glue barriers 5 are provided to hold the 
layers 1 together to create a car mat that is relatively 
compact in height. Further, the function of the glue barriers 
5 is to prevent moisture and a dirt to enter between the 
individual layers 1 that the car mat according to the present 
invention constitutes of. The glue barriers 5 are principally 
like the glue barriers that are provided on for instance glued 
note pads. However, in certain aspects higher demands are 
made upon the glue barriers 5 according to the present 
invention since they must prevent entering of for instance 
moisture and dirt. Of course corresponding demands are not 
present as regards the glue barriers of glued note pads. 

In figure 3 the structure of a layer 1 is schematically 
shown, a car mat according to the present invention being 
constituted by a number of such layers 1, see figure 2. As is 
evident from figure 3 layer 1 comprises at the bottom a 
barrier sheet 9 that normally is made of rubber or plastic. 
The barrier sheet 9 should be impermeable to moisture. The 
barrier sheet 9 should also have a certain inherent 
stiffness/stability to serve as a substrate of the layer 1. 

On top of the barrier sheet 9 an absorbing sub-layer 10 
is provided, said sub-layer 10 having an ability to absorb and 
retain liquid/moisture. Generally, the absorbing sub-layer 10 
may be compared to a corresponding layer in a sanitary towel 
of compact dimensions. 

A net 11 is provided on top of the absorbing sub-layer, 
said net being relatively fine-meshed to prevent that gravel, 
sand the like from the shoes of the driver/passengers should 
contact the absorbing sub-layer 10. Thus, the aim is to make 
gravel, sand and the like to stay on top of the net 11. If 
needed, these particles may be removed by taking the car mat 
out of the car and for instance shake the car mat. 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



35 



As regards the cooperation between the different sub- 
layers the barrier sheet 9 and the absorbing sub-layer 10 are 
preferably mutually connected by glueing. This guarantees that 
the absorbing sub-layer 10 is not displaced relative to the 
barrier sheet 9 when the user braces his feet against the car 
mat. The net 11 is preferably attached to the barrier sheet 9 
along the edges of the car mat. On the contrary the net 11 
may rest loosely against the absorbing sub-layer 10. 

A car mat according to the present invention functions 
in the following way. A car mat that consists of several 
layers 1, see figure 1, is placed at an intended location in a 
car, said car mat functioning as a car mat according to prior 
art. in this connection it should be pointed out that a car 
mat according to the present invention should be designed in 
such a way that the tabs 7 are facing outwards, i.e. they are 
located adjacent the entrance of the vehicle. When the user 
determines that the top layer is worn out, e.g. that the 
absorbing sub-layer 10 is saturated by moisture and/or that 
the net 11 has damages, the user may in a simple way remove 
the top layer 1. In connection therewith the user grabs the 
tab 7a and pulls the top layer la upwards, see figure 2, 
whereby the edges of the top layer la will loosen from the 
rest of the car mat. When the top layer la is completely 
loosened from the rest of the car mat the top layer la is 
thrown away at a suitable place. Preferably, each layer 1 
constitutes solely of material that may be recycled. 

When loosening the top layer la it is also feasible that 
a roll is made of said layer la, the benefit being that the 
material that is located on top of the net 11 is not falling 
off the net in connection with the loosening. 

When the top layer la has been removed the car mat 
according to the present invention will expose an un-used top 
layer la and the car mat is again ready for use. 

When all the layers of the car mat according to the 
present invention has been removed the car mat according to 
the present invention is consumed and a new car mat according 
to the present invention preferably comes into use. 
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Feasible Modifications of the Invention 

In the embodiment described above the net 11 is not 
connected to the absorbing sub-layer 10. However, within the 
scope of the present invention it is also feasible that the 
net 11 and the absorbing sub-layer 10 are mutually connected 
and that the absorbing sub-layer 10 is not connected to the 
barrier sheet 9. However, also in this case the net 11 must be 
connected to the barrier sheet 9 along the edges of the car 
mat . 

The embodiment described above relates to a car mat. 
However, a door mat may principally be designed in the same 
way. However, in such a case the net should be especially 
wear resistant or if the net is missing the absorbing sub- 
layer must be especially wear resistant. The reason therefore 
is that when using a door mat one wipes off the shoes by 
scrubbing these against the door mat a number of times. 



